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On August 31st 1939, all British 
amateur transmitting licences 
were suspended and all trans-
mitting equipment was taken 

NSYT�TKܪHNFQ�HZXYTI^�KTW�YMJ�IZWFYNTS�TK�
YMJ�\FW��2FS^�FRFYJZWX�OTNSJI�YMJ�FWRJI�
KTWHJX�GZY�PJUY�NS�YTZHM�\NYM�YMJNW�MTGG^�
YMWTZLM�YMJ�7FINT�8THNJY^�TK�,WJFY�'WNYFNS�
78,'���MTZXJI�NS�YJRUTWFW^�MJFIVZFWYJWX�
in North London. 

9MJWJ�\FX�FQXT�F�GFS�TS�FS^�\NWJQJXX�WJ-
HJN[NSL�FUUFWFYZX�NSXYFQQJI�NS�FS^�[JMNHQJ��
Portable sets and all apparatus, includ-
ing aerials, were to be removed, whether a 
vehicle was in use or laid up. On June 6th 
������YMJ�-TRJ�8JHWJYFW^�FSSTZSHJI�YMFY�
\NYM�NRRJINFYJ�JKKJHY�JSJR^�FQNJSX�\JWJ�
UWTMNGNYJI�KWTR�MF[NSL�FS^�\NWJQJXX�YWFSX-
mitting or receiving apparatus whatsoever.

RSGB Handbook
9MJ�78,'�UZGQNXMJI�YMJ�WJ[NXJI�FSI�JS-
larged second edition of the Amateur Radio 
Handbook, receiving it from the printers the 
IF^�GJKTWJ�\FW�\FX�IJHQFWJI��<NYM�\FW�NR-
minent, and amateur radio suspended, it 
XJJRJI�ZSQNPJQ^�YMFY�RFS^�TK�YMJ�������WJ-
prints would be sold, but demand was such 
YMFY�G^�YMJ�KTQQT\NSL�/ZQ^�F�KZWYMJW�JINYNTS�
\FX�NS�UWNSY��4[JW�YMJ�SJ]Y�XN]�̂ JFWX����WJ-
prints, totalling 181,500 copies, were sold 
to radio enthusiasts and to the armed forc-
es, who used it as a training manual.

2JRGJWXMNU�TK�YMJ�8THNJY^�KJQQ�KTQQT\-
ing the outbreak of war. There were 3,600 
members in August 1939, which reduced 
YT�FGTZY�������G^�YMJ�KTQQT\NSL�2F^��'^�YMJ�
end of 1940, however, numbers were up to 
�������RFNSQ^�GJHFZXJ�TK�NSYJWJXY�XYNRZQFY-
JI�NS�YMJ�8JW[NHJX�G^�YMJ�Handbook.

If Invasion Comes
Although the practice of amateur radio 
communication had disappeared, interest 
NS�YMJ�XZGOJHY�IJܪSNYJQ^�MFI�STY��8UJHNFQNXY�
magazines were still being published, and 
F�XYZI^�TK�YMJNW�UFLJX�NS������LN[JX�XTRJ�
NSYJWJXYNSL�WJܫJHYNTSX�TK�YMJ�YNRJX�

9MJ�/ZQ^�NXXZJ�TK�YMJ�78,'ѣX�T&R Bulletin 
(forerunner of RadCom��HFWWNJI�FS�JINYT-
rial, “If Invasion Comes”, advising amateurs 
STY�FQWJFI^�NS�YMJ�+TWHJX�TW�JSLFLJI�TS�
government work on how to prepare them-
XJQ[JX�KTW�YMNX�UTXXNGNQNY^�

The Bulletin��UTUZQFWQ^�PST\S�FX�The 
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Bull, carried a regular feature with informa-
YNTS�FGTZY�RJRGJWX�NS�YMJ�+TWHJX��L Frank 
G4NU, wireless mechanic 1st Class, RAOC, 
reported reading his Bulls on the beaches 
of Dunkirk: “I was waiting for nearly four 
days, and I read them from cover to cover 
during that period…... Unfortunately, these 
valued copies had to remain on the beach 
with the remainder of my kit.”

9MJ�8THNJY^�WJUQFHJI�MNX�RFLF_NSJX�KWJJ�
of charge. It did the same for all members 
reporting similar losses on active service 
and arranged for regular copies to be sent 
to the home addresses of all those known 
to be prisoners of war. A list of members on 
active service was published each month, 
and there was also a list of others offering 
Ѣ-FR�-TXUNYFQNY^ѣ�YT�FS^�FRFYJZWXܪ�SINSL�
YMJRXJQ[JX�NS�YMJNW�QTHFQNY^�

It was announced that QSLs could no 
longer be posted to censorable coun-
tries, with the exception of those under 
&RJWNHFS�FSI�'WNYNXM�UTXXJXXNTS��&HYN[NY^�
TS�YMJ�-+�GFSIX�\FX�XUFWXJ �F�HTRGNSF-
YNTS�TK�QNYYQJ�FHYN[NY^�FSI�UTTW�UWTUFLFYNTS�
HTSINYNTSX��4S�YMJ���R�GFSI�TSQ^�XN]�FRF-
YJZW�XYFYNTSX�\JWJ�WJUTWYJIQ^�QTLLJI�NS�
/ZSJ��46�&'��5>�;'��(*��<�+/8��1:�)/�
and D1DSR.

Emphasis on Listening 
Practical Wireless��UZGQNXMJI�\JJPQ^��WFNXJI�
NYX�UWNHJ�YT��I����U��TS�/ZSJ��XY�������.YX�
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emphasis, as with other magazines, was 
on receiving broadcast stations. Articles 
covered receiver construction, intermittent 
KFZQYܪ�SINSL��KWFRJ�FJWNFQX�KTW�XRFQQ�UTW-
tables, coil winding, matching feeders for 
short wave reception and a regular column 
from the British Long Distance Listeners 
Club. 

.S�/ZQ^��Electronics and Television & 
Short Wave World��UWNHJ������U���WFS�YT����
pages and carried a report of an American 
FYYJRUY�YT�FITUY�UWJKJWWJI�[FQ[J�Y^UJX�YT�
WJIZHJ�YMJ�\NIJ�[FWNJY^�YMJS�F[FNQFGQJ�YT�
manufacturers. The British Institution of 
Radio Engineers had made similar recom-
RJSIFYNTSX�FSI�UWTUTXJI�F�WFSLJ�TK�OZXY�
Y\JSY^����;�����&�[FQ[JX��HTRUFWJI�YT�YMJ�
KZQQ�WFSLJ�TK�SJFWQ^�F�YMTZXFSI�Y^UJX��4SJ�
article described the attempts of the tech-
SNHFQ�XYFKK�TK�YMJ�&RJWNHFS�7FINT�7JQF^�
1JFLZJ�&771��YTܪ�SI�F�QT\�UWNHJI�YJQJ[N-
XNTS�YZGJ�XZNYFGQJ�KTW�FRFYJZW�Y\T�\F^�
experimental transmission, and looked 
forward to the time when such tubes might 
GJHTRJ�F[FNQFGQJ�NS�YMJ�:0��

Censorship
No amateur transmitters were advertised, 
FSI�[JW^�KJ\�WJHJN[JWX�JNYMJW��<JGGѣX�7FINT�
FI[JWYNXJI�YMJ�-FQQNHWFKYJWX�8=����WJHJN[JW�
FY�f����\NYM�F�ITZGQJ�GFQFSHJI�HW^XYFQܪ�Q-

Valve & Vintage

Tony Smith G4FAI relates the intriguing story 
of UK amateur radio during WW2, including the 
parts played by enemy stations, VIs and some 
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YJW�HQFNRJI�YT�LN[J�ѢPSNKJ�JILJѣ�XJQJHYN[-
NY^��GZY�HTZQI�LN[J�ST�LZFWFSYJJ�TK�IJQN[JW^�
GJHFZXJ�TK�ѢZWLJSY�SFYNTSFQ�IJRFSIXѣ�KTW�
XMTWY�\F[J�JVZNURJSY��9MJ^�\JWJ��MT\J[-
JW��TKKJWNSL�F�KZQQ�WFSLJ�TK�2TWXJ�PJ^X��UWFH-
tice sets, oscillators, recorders, and other 
radiotelegraph apparatus, “designed and 
manufactured by T.R. McElroy, the world 
champion telegraphist.” 

The same month, Wireless World (WW���
price 1/-, had several articles of interest to 
amateurs, including a design for a simple 
��[FQ[J�INWJHYNTSܪ�SINSL�WJHJN[JW��F�MTRJ-
RFIJ�2TWXJ�WJHTWIJW�NSPJW��HFUFGQJ�TK�
WJHTWINSL�XNLSFQX�ZU�YT���<52��2TWXJ�PJ^�
manipulation, a list of short-wave broad-
casting stations and receiving conditions 
KTW�/ZQ^��.S�&ZLZXY�������NY�\FX�WJUTWY-
ed that sales of the WW booklet Learning 
Morse had passed the quarter-million 
mark.

The magazines did their best to keep 
FRFYJZWX�NS�YTZHM�\NYM�YMJNW�QTXY�MTGG^�FQ-
YMTZLM�YMJ^�\JWJ�XZGOJHY�YT�HJSXTWXMNU��
UFWYNHZQFWQ^�NK�YMJ^�\FSYJI�YT�IJXHWNGJ�WJ-
HJSY�IJ[JQTURJSYX�NS�YMJ�YJHMSNHFQܪ�JQI��.S�
view of the shortage of paper, it seems sur-
UWNXNSL�YMJ^�\JWJ�FQQT\JI�YT�HTSYNSZJ�FY�FQQ��
+TWYZSFYJQ^��YMJ^�\JWJ��FSI�YMJ^�UWT[NIJ�F�
[FQZFGQJ�WJHTWI�TK�F�\TWQI��FSI�F�\F^�TK�QNKJ��
[FXYQ^�INKKJWJSY�YT�\MFY�\J�PST\�YTIF^�

German Stations
&Y�YMJ�TZYGWJFP�TK�\FW������TK�YMJ�����
DXCC countries went off the air. This left 
����HTZSYWNJX�TS�FNW�XT�YMJWJ�\FX�XYNQQ�FHYN[-
NY^�TS�YMJ�FRFYJZW�GFSIX�NS�XTRJ�UFWYX�TK�
YMJ�\TWQI��8ZWUWNXNSLQ^��XTRJ�JSJR^�XYF-
tions were also active. In April 1940, QST, 
OTZWSFQ�TK�YMJ�&771��UZGQNXMJI�F�QJYYJW�KWTR�
F�,JWRFS�FRFYJZW��)�'.:��“According to 
a statement made by our government, all 
sport activities etc. will be continued during 
the war to as large an extent as possible. 
Consequently, amateur stations D4ACF, 
D4ADF, D4BIU, D4BUF D4RGF, D4TRV, 
D4WYF, D4HCF and D4DKN have recently 
been relicensed. More stations will follow 
shortly. The stations are supposed to carry 
on strictly in the usual manner. Please no-
tify all those interested.”�'JKTWJ�YMJ^�HTZQI�
TGYFNS�YMJNW�QNHJSHJX��YMJ�,JWRFS�FRFYJZWX�
were required to be members of DASD 
(Deutscher Amateur Sende-und-Empfangs 
)NJSXY��FSI�QTLGTTPX�TK�GTYM�FRFYJZWX�
FSI�QNXYJSJWX�MFI�YT�GJ�XZGRNYYJI�WJLZQFWQ^�
YT�F�HJSYWFQ�FIIWJXX�KTW�XHWZYNS^��

At the outset of the European war, the 
&771�MFI�NXXZJI�F�SJZYWFQNY^�HTIJ�KTW�FRF-
YJZWX�XZLLJXYNSL�YMJ^�XMTZQI�STY�\TWP�FS^�
stations from countries engaged in hostili-
ties. An editorial in QST�TK�/ZQ^������WJH-

TRRJSIJI�:8�FRFYJZWX�STY�YT�\TWP�FS^�
European stations at all, and in the same 
NXXZJ�FS�TKܪHNFQ�TWIJW�\FX�WJUTWYJI�YMFY�
T[JWYTTP�FS^�XZLLJXYNTS�TK�[TQZSYFW^�FH-
YNTS�G^�GFSSNSL�FQQ�KTWJNLS�HTSYFHYX�

8YFYNTS�<7:1�GWTFIHFXY�F�YFQP�FGTZY�
amateur radio that was heard in Britain on 
YMJ���2-_�GFSI�FSI�YMNX�HTSܪWRJI�YMFY�
the ban on foreign contacts was due to the 
ZS\JQHTRJ�FHYN[NYNJX�TK�YMJ�,JWRFS�XYF-
tions. An appeal was made for amateur 
FXXNXYFSHJ�NS�KTWRNSL�FS�FSYNܪ�KYM�HTQZRS�
HTWUX��9MJ�KTWRFYNTS�TK�FS�JRJWLJSH^�
corps was announced to work with the po-
lice and Red Cross, and certain frequen-
cies were to be reserved for their use. All 
amateurs were asked to improve their code 
UWTܪHNJSH^��FSI�YT�YMNX�JSI�XUJHNFQ�2TWXJ�
practice transmissions were to be made 
KWTR�<�&<��MJFIVZFWYJWX�XYFYNTS�TK�YMJ�
ARRL.

9MJ�+((�WFINT�RTSNYTWNSL�X^XYJR�J]-
panded to several times its peacetime size. 
'^�YMJ�XUWNSL�TK�������HFQQNSL�UWTHJIZWJX�
\JWJ�YNLMYJSJI�FSI�NIJSYNܪHFYNTS�\FX�WJ-
VZNWJI�FY�YMJ�GJLNSSNSL��JSI�FSI�J[JW^�YJS�
RNSZYJX�IZWNSL�F�684��<FW�\FX�XYNQQ�NS�YMJ�
future, and amateur radio continued to 
KZSHYNTS�ZSYNQ�&RJWNHFѣX�JSYW^�NSYT�YMJ�\FW�
in December 1941 brought the inevitable 
closedown.

Monitoring the Enemy
'FHP�NS�YMJ�:0�FRFYJZWX�\MT�\JWJ�STY�
in the forces, but who had good Morse 
XPNQQX��\JWJ�WJHWZNYJI�G^�YMJ�7FINT�8JHZWNY^�
8JW[NHJ�788��FX�UFWY�YNRJ�;TQZSYFW^�
.SYJWHJUYTWX�;.X���9MJNW�YFXP��NSNYNFQQ^��\FX�
YT�QNXYJS�KTW�YWFSXRNXXNTSX�G^�JSJR^�XUNJX��
none of which were ever heard, and later to 
RTSNYTW�FSI�WJUTWY�XUJHNܪJI�JSJR^�WFINT�
YWFSXRNXXNTSX�G^�YMJ�,JWRFS�.SYJQQNLJSHJ�

Services for assessment and decoding at 
'QJYHMQJ^�5FWP��9MJ^�\JWJ�FQQTHFYJI�UFW-
YNHZQFW�KWJVZJSH^�GFSIX��FSI�XTRJYNRJX�
particular frequencies, to monitor and re-
UTWYJI�GFHP�YT�YMJ�788�IFNQ^�[NF�5TXY�'T]�
����'FWSJY��-JWYX�

It is believed that some 1500 amateurs 
were recruited for this important work. 
9MJ^�ZXJI�YMJNW�T\S�WJHJN[JWX��XTRJYNRJX�
home-made, and in some cases were is-
XZJI�\NYM�MNLM�VZFQNY^�WJHJN[JWX�XZHM�FX�
YMJ�-FQQNHWFKYJWX�8=����TW�YMJ�3FYNTSFQ�-74��
4UJWFYNSL�XJHWJYQ^�NS�YMJNW�T\S�MTRJX�ZS-
IJW�YMJ�WJXYWNHYNTS�TK�YMJ�4KܪHNFQ�8JHWJYX�
&HY��YMJ^�HTUNJI�HTIJI�*SNLRF�RJXXFLJX��
\MNHM�YMJ^�INI�STY�ZSIJWXYFSI��FSI�NS�F�KJ\�
HFXJX�\JWJ�WJUTWYJI�YT�YMJ�UTQNHJ�G^�NSVZNX-
NYN[J�SJNLMGTZWX�\MT�YMTZLMY�YMJ^�\JWJ�
,JWRFS�XUNJX��

9MJ^�HTZQI�STY�J]UQFNS�\MFY�YMJ^�\JWJ�
ITNSL��8TRJMT\��YMJ^�MFI�YT�UJWXZFIJ�YMJ�
UTQNHJ�YMFY�YMJ^�\JWJ�QJLFQQ^�QNXYJSNSL�YT�
YMJNW�WFINTX�NS�UZWXZFSHJ�TK�YMJNW�MTGG^�FSI�
YMFY�YMJ^�MFI�ST�YWFSXRNYYNSL�JVZNURJSY��
The work of the radio amateur intercep-
tors, both part-time and full-time, enabled 
'QJYHMQJ^�5FWP�YT�UQF^�FS�NRUTWYFSY�UFWY�NS�
shortening the war.

<MNQJ�FQQ�YMNX�\FX�MFUUJSNSL��NY�XMTZQI�GJ�
STYJI�YMFY�RFS^�,JWRFS�FRFYJZWX�\JWJ�
XNRNQFWQ^�JRUQT^JI�NS�RTSNYTWNSL�&QQNJI�WF-
INT�YWFKܪH�FSI�RFS^�XJW[JI�FX�WFINT�TUJWF-
tors in the armed forces. These operators 
\JWJ�WJHTLSNXJI�G^�YMJ�'WNYNXM�RTSNYTWX�
KWTR�YMJNW�KWJVZJSY�ZSTKܪHNFQ�ZXJ�TK�FRF-
YJZW�YJWRX�FSI�UWTHJIZWJX��\MNHM�\JWJSѣY�
FQ\F^X�FUUWT[JI�TK�G^�YMJNW�XZUJWNTWX�

<MJS�YMJ�\FW�JSIJI�YMJ�;.X�\JWJ�XYNQQ�
GTZSI�G^�YMJ�4KܪHNFQ�8JHWJYX�&HY�FSI�NY�\FX�
not until 1979, following a BBC television 
broadcast, that the true purpose of their ac-
YN[NYNJX�GJHFRJ�PST\S�FSI�YMJ^�\JWJܪ�SFQQ^�
able to understand the importance of their 
wartime activities. 

International Activity
During 1940, the International Amateur 
7FINT�:SNTS��[NF�QST, was still reporting 
amateur activities in some countries, al-
though contacts between them were be-

Photo 1: 181,500 copies of the RSGB Handbook 
were sold during the war. The Forces used it as a 
training manual. (RSGB Handbook advert 1941)
Photo 2: German WW2 QSL card.  Photo 3: The 
National HRO receiver was used by some VIs to 
monitor enemy transmissions. Designed as an 
amateur receiver in 1934, the HRO was one of the 
best-known receivers used by the Allied services 
in WW2. The basic design survived for over 20 
years with few alterations apart from the need to 
keep up with changing valve technology. 

4



48 PRACTICAL WIRELESS December 2019

Sign up to our FREE email newsletter at www.radioenthusiast.co.uk

HTRNSL�NSHWJFXNSLQ^�WFWJ��9MJ���YM�FSSZFQ�
meeting of ARI, the Italian national soci-
JY^��\FX�MJQI�NS�'TQTLSF�TS�2F^���YM��9MJ�
Ѣ-ZSLFWNFS�9JXYѣ�YTTP�UQFHJ�TS�&UWNQ���YM�
with 75 stations active on 80m and 40m. 
1NYMZFSNFѣX�FSSZFQ�HTSYJXY�\FX�MJQI�NS�
+JGWZFW^��GZY�FQQ�XYFYNTSX�\JWJ�HQTXJI�IT\S�
NS�/ZQ^��

In Australia, amateur radio was also sus-
pended. However, examinations for licenc-
JX�\JWJ�XYNQQ�GJNSL�MJQI�FSI�YMJ�<NWJQJXX�
.SXYNYZYJ�TK�&ZXYWFQNF�<.&��MTUJI�YT�HTS-
tinue normal activities, including meet-
ings. Amateurs were permitted to retain 
YMJNW�JVZNURJSY�GZY�YMJ^�\JWJ�STY�FQQT\JI�
to dispose of it, or acquire more, without 
F�XUJHNFQ�UJWRNY��9MTXJ�FKܪQNFYJI�YT�YMJ�
&NW�+TWHJ�<NWJQJXX�7JXJW[J�MFI�WJUTWYJI�
KTW�FHYN[J�IZY^��FSI�YMJ�<.&�MFI�TKKJWJI�
the services of its remaining appropri-
FYJQ^�XPNQQJI�TUJWFYTWX�YT�YMJ�5TXYRFXYJW�
,JSJWFQѣX�)JUFWYRJSY�KTW�RTSNYTWNSL�UZW-
UTXJX��XMTZQI�YMJ^�GJ�WJVZNWJI��9MJ�3J\�
8TZYM�<FQJX�)N[NXNTS�\FX�TKKJWNSL�2TWXJ�
classes to improve the operating abilities 
of members.

Excellent Example
Electronics and TV and Short Wave World 
reported that Canadian clubs were deter-
RNSJI�YT�HFWW^�TS��\NYM�YJHMSNHFQ�IJ[JQTU-
ment as their main aim and purpose. The 
magazine commented that this was an ex-
cellent example for amateur groups in all 
affected countries to follow.

The executive branch of the New 
Zealand Association of Radio Transmitters 
3?&79��KJQY�YMFY�NY�\FX�YTT�JFWQ^�YT�IJHNIJ�
what the future of the Association should 
be. In the meantime, all activities not af-
KJHYJI�G^�YMJ�QNHJSHJ�GFS�\TZQI�GJ�HTSYNS-
ued as far as possible. It was hoped to con-
tinue publication of the magazine Break-In, 
albeit reduced in size. Because of the ban, 
the Australia/New Zealand centennial DX 
contest was cancelled.

9MJ�8TZYM�&KWNHFS�7FINT�7JQF^�1JFLZJ�
discontinued normal activities on June 
30th. Argentina announced a proposed af-
�^QNFYNTS�TK�WFINT�FRFYJZWX�\NYM�YMJ�RNQNYFWܪ
XJW[NHJX��:WZLZF^�HQTXJI�FQQ�XYFYNTSX�IT\S�
but a few months later, together with Brazil, 
was back on the air with normal operation. 
On June 10th the Philippines prohibited 
HTSYFHYX�\NYM�FS^�J]YJWSFQ�HTZSYW^�J]HJUY�
YMJ�:8&��FQYMTZLM�G^�YMNX�YNRJ�YMJ�GFS�TS�
:8�KTWJNLS�TUJWFYNTS�MFI�GJJS�NRUTXJI��

Electronics and TV and Short Wave World 
WJUTWYJI�YMFY�NS�,JWRFS^��)&8)�MFI�XZX-
UJSIJI�UZGQNHFYNTS�TK�NYX�OTZWSFQX�J]-
cept CQ��\MNHM�\FX�YT�FUUJFW�J[JW^�TYMJW�
month. Meetings of local clubs had been 

discontinued but, as noted above, some 
stations remained on the air. 

.S�+WFSHJ�YMJ�7JXJFZ�IJX�*RJYYJZWX�
+WFSHFNX�7*+��MFI�HQTXJI�IT\S��9MJNW�
OTZWSFQ�\FX�XZXUJSIJI�FSI�YMJ�681�GZ-
reau was no longer in operation. And so it 
went on. Amateur radio struggled to sur-
[N[J�NS�INKKJWJSY�\F^X��GZY�YMJ�J]YJSXNTS�TK�
hostilities around the world put an end to 
FQQ�STWRFQ�FHYN[NY^�STY�TSQ^�NS�YMJ�\FWWNSL�
and occupied countries but in some other 
countries as well.

News in Morse
In September 1943, Wireless World gave 
details of news bulletins in Morse broad-
HFXY�G^�YMJ�5TXY�4KܪHJ�YT�T[JWXJFX�QNXYJS-
ers that under suitable conditions might be 
MJFWI�NS�YMJ�:0��9MJ�HFQQXNLSX�ZXJI�\JWJ�
,&)��,&>��,'(���,'1��,(5��,.&��,.)��,.-�
FSI�,.2��JFHM�TUJWFYNSL�TS�F�XUJHNܪJI�
KWJVZJSH^�GJY\JJS������R�FSI������R�
FSI�GWTFIHFXY�FY�XUJHNܪJI�YNRJX�GJY\JJS�
�����FSI�����MWX��9MJ�''(�FQXT�YWFSXRNY-
ted half-hour bulletins in Morse at 0030, 
������FSI�����,29�NS�*SLQNXM��+WJSHM�FSI�
,JWRFS�TS�\F[JQJSLYMX�NS�YMJ��������FSI�
31m bands.

&�)ZYHM�QFSLZFLJ�QJFܫJY�IWTUUJI�G^�YMJ�
7&+�NS�-TQQFSI�FY�YMJ�YNRJ�LF[J�IJYFNQX�TK�
these broadcasts and suggested that lis-
YJSJWX�\MT�PSJ\�2TWXJ�HTZQI�HTU^�YMJ�
bulletins for circulation to others who did 
STY�PST\�YMJ�HTIJ��&X�WJHJUYNTS�TK�JSJR^�
broadcasts in the occupied countries could 
NS[TPJ�YMJ�IJFYM�UJSFQY^��YMJXJ�GZQQJYNSX�
MFI�YT�GJ�QNXYJSJI�YT�NS�LWJFY�XJHWJH^��,N[JS�
YMJ�TUUTWYZSNY^��WFINT�FRFYJZWX�NS�YMTXJ�
HTZSYWNJX�\TZQI�ZSITZGYJIQ^�MF[J�UQF^JI�
their part in deciphering and passing on 
the news broadcast from London. The leaf-
let explained to its readers how the Morse 

code was structured and encouraged them 
YT�QJFWS�YMJ�HTIJ�NK�YMJ^�INI�STY�FQWJFI^�
PST\�NY��FSI�XZLLJXYJI�[FWNTZX�\F^X�TK�
mastering it. 

Mysterious G Stations
1FYJW�NS�YMJ�\FW��NS�������SNSJ�R^XYJWNTZX�
,��XYFYNTSX�FUUJFWJI�TS�YMJ�FNW��9MJXJ�TK-
�HNFQQ^�FZYMTWNXJI�XYFYNTSX�TUJWFYJI�ZSIJWܪ
Ѣ5QFS�+Q^UFUJWѣ��\MNHM��NY�\FX�MTUJI��\TZQI�
JSYNHJ�YMJ�,JWRFS�FRFYJZW�XYFYNTSX�NSYT�
contacts that might reveal useful informa-
tion for the Allies, or even provide a channel 
KTW�FS^TSJ�NS�,JWRFS^�\NXMNSL�YT�HTSYFHY�
the British government. 

9MJ�,��XYFYNTSX�TUJWFYJI�\NYM���<�TS�
YMJ������������FSI���R�GFSIX�FSI�MFI�XYWNHY�
instructions on how to conduct QSOs with 
JNYMJW�SJZYWFQ�TW�JSJR^�XYFYNTSX��9MJ^�\JWJ�
STY�YT�HFQQ�FS^�)�XYFYNTS�INWJHYQ^�GZY�HTZQI�
WJUQ^�YT�TSJ�NK�HFQQJI��*]HMFSLJX�\JWJ�YT�
GJ�[JW^�KTWRFQ��XYWNHYQ^�UWTHJIZWFQ�FSI�
non-revealing in personal terms. The war 
situation was not to be mentioned at all. 
It was believed that at least two stations 
with Portuguese calls were in fact located 
NS�,JWRFS^�GZY�YMJ�,�X��NK�YMJ^�\TWPJI�
them, were instructed to treat then as if 
YMJ^�\JWJ�FHYZFQQ^�NS�5TWYZLFQ�YT�F[TNI�WJ-
vealing that information was known about 
YMJR��9MJ�,��XYFYNTSX�\JWJ�HQTXJI�IT\S�NS�
/ZSJ������FKYJW�YMJ�,JWRFS�XZWWJSIJW�FSI��
although some contacts had been made 
with neutral countries and a few D stations, 
NY�NX�STY�YMTZLMY�YMFY�FS^YMNSL�TK�LWJFY�[FQZJ�
had been gained from the exercise.

Important Contribution
.S�YMJNW�INKKJWJSY�\F^X��ZXNSL�YMJNW�XPNQQX�NS�
all branches of the armed forces, working 
\NYM�YMJ�7FINT�8JHZWNY^�8JW[NHJ�TW�YFPNSL�
part in other clandestine activities, radio 

Photo 5: Hallicrafters SX-24 receiver. Advertised for £24 in 1940 with no guarantee of delivery due to 
urgent national demands.
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FRFYJZWX�UQF^JI�F�HTRRJSIFGQJ�UFWY�NS�
YMJ�\FW�JKKTWY��<MJS�NY�\FX�FQQ�T[JW�FSI�QNKJ�
returned to normal, their equipment was re-
turned to them and new amateur licences 
were issued. A number of irksome pre-war 
restrictions and limitations were removed 
from the licence conditions and a new 
post-war era of amateur radio communica-
tion could begin. 
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